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they had received fuller powers; and it is to disguise that
very ill-judged and timid policy that the "blame is now
laid on the sudden dissolution. However, if people are
so very wise as to dupe themselves, it is no business of
mine, nor shall I think any more about it.

I am so confined and able to see so little company that
it is impossible I should tell you anything more than you
can read in the common newspapers. The new Parliament
has done nothing but common business, and appointed
hearings of contested elections. What it will do after the
holidays, I wish it knew itself! It must be wiser than any
of its predecessors if it can remedy what the two last of
them have done. In short, all North America is in a flame,
and I don't see whatever the future measures shall be, but they
will be new barrels of oil. However, as the quintessence
of the wisdom of the nation does not lie in my head, for
I did not inherit the head in which it once did lie, and
as mine will probably be laid long before these troubles
are at an end, I shall not trouble myself with what I can
neither cure nor expect to see terminated happily.

Lord Chatham's eldest daughter is married to Lord Mahon,
Lord Stanhope's son and a descendant of your old Baileys1
and Binnings, so I make you my compliments, though
I believe you are like me and don't carry on your attach-
ments to third and fourth generations, which are never
so heraldically reciprocal. Pray don't let G-atti2 persuade
you into the gout, but if he does, pray submit to it quietly.
You may take out its sting by the bootikins, but if you
resist it, it is such a Proteus, that it will slip into the shape
of a palsy, and be even with you. Adieu! I am weary,
and must bid you good night.

1 Mr. Bailey, a Soot, Vho by Ms     Stanhope.    Wai/pole,

wife G-riselda was father of Lady        2 Dr.   Gatti,   a  Plorentfae  phy-

Binmn,g,  mother  of the  Earl   of     sioian,   who  lived  long  at  Paris.

Haddington, and of the Countess of     Walpole.nds have not been deep, nor will
